Langwood Residents Association Ltd

Newsletter dated 11th Noveber 2002 

The Residents Association welcome everyone’s contribution.  If anyone has a problem, suggestion or news – please contact a Committee member to raise at the next monthly meeting.

The Residents’ Association Committee members are:

Shirley Batten-Smith (flat 7) Darren Voisey (flat 8) Syd Hall (flat 9) and Paul Ryzman (flat 11)

The Managing Agent is Mr Dennis Brooke of Qualitas, 01923 211331

The current Directors of Langwood Residents Association Ltd are:

Tony Batten-Smith (Director – flat 7), Alan Goodridge (Director – flat 21) and Stephanie Beardsworth (Director - flat 22)

Following the last meeting of Langwood Residents Association on 10th November, the following items have been identified and/or rectified:

New Committee Members

We are pleased to confirm Paul Ryzman of Flat 11 was elected as the new Committee Member for Langwood Residents Association.  There being no other nominations, the remaining Committee Members confirmed their willingness to continue for a further two year period.

Annual Budget
Further to last newsletter, the Annual Budget for 2003 was discussed and we confirm that the figure remains unchanged from 2002.  Our Managing Agent will circulate a copy of the Annual Budget with the next maintenance demand.

Guttering

All the gutters will be given their annual clean as soon as the leaves finish falling.

Tree maintenance

The tree maintenance programme continues in 2003 – however please let our Managing Agent know if you notice anything that needs attention so it can be added to the list (especially after all the high winds etc.)

Dusk to Dawn Sensor

We are aware that the sensor has failed on one of the lights leaving it on all day.  The lights are low wattage and therefore not expensive to run and we have taken the decision to leave the lights on for safety etc. while we wait for the sensor to be replaced (which should be done in the next few days).  

Blue Bag Scheme

Householders may have received a flyer about collection of waste paper using the Council’s Blue Bag Scheme.  Waste paper is left out in special plastic bags and collected on specified dates, with replacement bags being left ‘in situ’.  We discussed the scheme and wouldn’t want to encourage a situation where bags of waste paper was being piled up over days into an eyesore – and the replacement bags being blown about all over the place.  

However, it was clear that many residents would like to use the scheme and after discussion, the Committee has suggested that bags are left underneath our ‘private’ signs facing on to Grandfield Avenue and Langwood Gardens with the replacement bags being left there.  They can then be picked up by one of us and placed in the bin cupboards for residents to use.   This seems to be working for other blocks of flats in the area, so perhaps we can give it a go and review it again if there is a problem.

Car Parking

Can residents endeavour to park in between the white markers in the two car parks to ensure that as many cars as possible can be accommodated.  The car park is filling up again and if you are able to park in your garage – it would be appreciated.  The new lease also made it a condition that where flats are rented, the tenant has access to the garage.  

However, we do realise that modern cars are generally too big for the garages – which puts pressure on the off-street parking available in Langwood.  We have asked for the hedges around the small car park to be further cut back where it makes access difficult when overgrown.

Please also remember not to block access to the footpaths by parking across them and if the car parks are full and you want to park across a garage door – please get the express permission of the garage owner!  

Update on garage burgleries and general security

You may recall from a recent newsletter that thieves had taken an overnight look inside our garages a few months ago.  For your information, an alert person in Cassiobury notified the Police of some suspicious activity by a garage, which resulted in the thieves being rounded up and the stolen items subsequently recovered.  

The Police have provided us with a booklet to assist with home security in the future – please let me know if you would like to borrow it to read.

However, it is comforting to know that, to date, we have not experienced many problems of this kind.  Newcomers might like to know that our past experience of burgleries has been a couple of thefts from cars and garages, and some men posing as gas/water board people helping themselves to items whilst the householder was distracted. 

Greetings!

Welcome back to Chris and Anna Cosher and Get Well Soon to Dorothy Fairman.

Christmas – it’s that time again

Our next meeting of the Langwood Residents Association will be on Sunday, 15th December and we are extending a warm welcome for residents to join us for a glass of sherry and a mince pie from 12 noon to celebrate the Season of Goodwill – which we are glad to say seems to have become a permanent resident of Langwood.

We have amended the format of this newsletter so that it can be sent by email – because this saves on time and paper.  If you would like your newsletter sent by email please let Shirley know your address on Shirley@tstechnology.co.uk 

PS I think we all received a letter tonight from the BBC about filming in Langwood Gardens over the next week.  Just to let you know, I have tonight faxed a letter to the Location Manager pointing out that we will not tolerate any unauthorised use of our grounds/car park, nor should the footpaths outside our property be obstructed etc etc.

